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Why is literature research important?

1854 - 1863

Gregor Mendel



How to do literature research?

✔ Google Scholar

✔ Scholar Labs

✔ PubMed

✔ Scopus Elsevier

✔ Review articles

✔ Bibliography section



keyword 1

keyword 1 keyword 2

How to do literature research?

A search engine tailored 

for academic content, 

helping researchers 

efficiently find 

peer-reviewed papers, 

track citations, and access 

academic resources

Google Scholar



Boolean Operators:

AND: Narrows results, 

requiring both terms

OR: Broadens results, 

finding either term

NOT (or -): Excludes terms

Google Scholar

How to do literature research?



Alerts help stay on top of 

the latest findings without 

having to do a manual 

search every day

Google Scholar

How to do literature research?



Scholar Labs

How to do literature research?

An experimental 

AI-powered assistant for 

Google Scholar that 

summarizes how multiple 

papers answer your 

question



PubMed

How to do literature research?

A specialized search 

engine tailored for the 

fields of medicine, 

biotechnology, and the 

life sciences, offering 

direct access to 

peer-reviewed 

publications and clinical 

data



Review articles from renowned 

journals are a great way to gain 

an overview about a given field

Check out the References 

section for field leaders and 

more background information

Review articles

How to do literature research?



Allows you to explore and 

organize papers, discover new 

articles to read based on topic 

or author, and export citations 

to accelerate your research

Research Rabbit

How to do literature research?

It is also a great tool for 

visualizing your bibliography



✔ Peer-reviewed articles

✔ DOI is assigned

✔ High impact factor journal

✔ The IMRaD format

✔ Accessible raw data (check 

Supplemental information)

How to find a good paper?
Look for: Beware of:

➔ Conflicts of interest (check         

Affiliations/Funding)

➔ Overclaiming results

➔ AI-generated content



First pass: Gives a general idea about the paper

• Focus on Abstract, Introduction, and Conclusion

Second pass: Let you grasp the paper’s content but not its details

• Focus on Introduction, Figures, Results/Discussion, and References

Third pass: Helps you understand the paper in depth

• Focus on Methods and Results

How to do literature review?
Three-Pass Approach



An AI-powered research 

assistant designed to 

summarize papers, extract key 

data from tables, and find 

additional relevant literature 

based on specific research 

questions and not just 

keywords

Elicit

How to do literature review?



How to keep track of your field?
Literature managers
• Zotero
• Mendeley
Google Scholar alerts

Pre-print servers
• bioRxiv
Paywall bypass

Social media
• X (Twitter)
• Bluesky
• Mastodon



Thank you for your 
attention!


